
 

 

 

 
 
Dear Families,  
 

It has been a real pleasure to spend some time this week visiting the different classes and 
seeing the wonderful learning taking place across the school. I always enjoy being in 
classrooms, and it has been lovely to see the enthusiasm, focus and curiosity our children 
bring to their learning each day. 
 
I have also very much enjoyed learning some of our new school songs, which reflect our 
values of Be Kind, Be Brave, Be Ready to Learn and Be Your Best. We are really looking forward 
to sharing these with you in the future. 
 
Today, during our Celebration Assembly, we recognised those children who have 
demonstrated kindness and bravery, awarding them with their class and headteacher 
certificates. We also celebrated achievements from outside of school, and it was particularly 
lovely to see some new faces feeling confident enough to stand up and share their 
achievements in front of everyone. 
 
The highlight of my week, however, was a visit from the whole of Little Acorns. After hearing 
a story in which the headteacher was a dinosaur, they decided they needed to come and see 
if I was one too! They were incredibly brave, although understandably a little suspicious, and 
informed me that they would be keeping a very close eye on me for now. I am hoping to 
convince them that I am not a dinosaur over the coming weeks! 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. I wish you all a lovely weekend. 
 
Natalie Alldred – Headteacher                                                            
headteacher@braishfield.hants.sch.uk  

 

Celebration Assembly – 9am on Friday morning  
Our wonderful children who have been awarded certificates this week.  
 
 
 

Little Acorns Big Acorns Saplings Oaks 

Charlie B Ezra 
Ronnie 

Tommy  
Greyson 

Double next week 
 

 

Headteacher’s Certificate 

Benjamin  

fantastic role model 

Upcoming events … 
• Tuesday 27th January 3:10pm - Year 2 Reading Workshop - From Phonics to Fluency 

• Thursday 29th January - Y1-6 invited children - Orchestra trip  

• Monday 9th February 2:30pm - Parent Forum 

Friday 16th January 2026 
Be kind, be brave, be ready to learn, and be your best. 

Braishfield Bugle 

mailto:headteacher@braishfield.hants.sch.uk


• Monday 9th to Friday 13th February - Children’s Mental Health Week 

• Wednesday 11th February - Little Acorns - Gurdwara trip 

• Friday 13th February – Braishfield Be Brave Day 

• Monday 16th February - Friday 20th February 2026 - Half term 

• Monday 23rd February - INSET 

• Tuesday 24th February - Oaks - RE day with Southampton City Mission 

• Thursday 26th February – Parents’ Evening 

• Week beginning 2nd March - Braishfield Book Week 

• Tuesday 3rd March – Parents’ Evening 

• Thursday 5th March - Big Acorns - RE day with Southampton City Mission 

• https://www.braishfield.hants.sch.uk/special/calendar/  

What we have been learning this week… 
 
Little Acorns  

 
 

 
 

This week, Little Acorns have been busy with maps. The children started by playing Pirate 
Map Bingo, where they matched pictures and began naming different features they could 
see on maps. Next, they explored aerial photos of our school, with some children inspired 
to then draw and label their own maps. Towards the end of the week, the children worked 
collaboratively, using open-ended resources and loose parts to build their own 3D maps in 
groups. In PSED, the children have been learning about our school value “Be Brave”, 
taking on challenges and showing persistence when building towers. In PE, they had lots 
of fun with Miss Allen as they learned three new games: Frog Tag, Snake Bite, and Under 
the Branches. It has been a fantastic week of curiosity, teamwork, and bravery in Little 
Acorns! 
Mrs Wortham and Miss Jones 
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Big Acorns 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This week, the children have been busy in English learning how to write sentences with 
correct punctuation, adding different types of words such as adverbs and prepositions as 
well as using the conjunction 'and' to join words and clauses. We practised this by using 
ideas from 'The Queen's Hat'. In maths, the year 2s have been exploring the properties of 
3D shapes as well as how to sort shapes and make patterns. In year 1, the children have 
been learning about numbers up to 16. We have been exploring the place value of these 
numbers and how to make them in different ways. In PE, the children started their unit 
around invasion games through attacking and defending games. In PSHE, the children 
learnt about medicines as well as who to call in the case of an emergency. Finally, earlier 
this week, the children had a fantastic time during their RE day where they talked about 
belonging and what it takes to be part of a community. 
Mrs Morant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Saplings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 

 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This week in Saplings, the children watched a short film clip entitled The Dream Giver. They 
made predictions about the storyline and generated questions inspired by the film. Pupils 
then created expanded noun phrases related to the story and wrote sentences using 
subordinating conjunctions. 
In PSHE, the children learned about bites and stings, including what to do if someone is 
bitten or stung, or experiences an allergic reaction. In computing, they continued 
programming a turtle, using algorithms to create letters. During dance, the children 
enjoyed combining movements learned in previous weeks to create a “cool” dance 
routine. 
Today, the children created shell structures using balloons and papier-mâché, which will 
later be transformed into helmets. 
Mrs Doherty 



 
Oaks 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This week in Oaks, we have enjoyed a busy and exciting week of learning across the 
curriculum. In Science, we continued exploring new substances by investigating what 
happens when bicarbonate of soda is mixed with other materials, carefully observing the 
reactions. In French, we focused on identifying similarities and differences between 
French and English spellings, helping us to make useful language connections. In English, 
we wrote thoughtful diary entries and responded in detail to our class text, Who Let the 
Gods Out? In Maths, the children have been developing their knowledge of the formal 
division written method. We were pleased to see how brave some of the children were 
despite finding it a bit tricky. We also really enjoyed our second dance lesson, where we 
started to create mini duets.  
Miss Jones and Mrs Niles 
 



Year 2 Reading Workshop: From Phonics to Fluency 
We would like to invite all Year 2 parents and carers to attend a reading workshop on 
Tuesday 27th January at 3:10pm. 
The session will explore how children develop as readers in Year 2, why reading fluency is so 
important, and how you can support your child’s reading at home in practical and 
manageable ways. This is an important meeting that will help you understand how reading 
skills now link to later success in school. 
The workshop will finish in time for parents to collect their children at the end of the school 
day. 
Please could all Year 2 parents complete the Google Form to confirm your 
attendance: https://forms.gle/UiraoQSPf7Fujzkr6 
We look forward to seeing you there and working together to support your child’s reading 
journey. 

Bike Helmets 
We are kindly asking for donations of any old children’s bike helmets that you may no longer 
need. Helmets must be undamaged and suitable for our youngest children. If you are able to 
help, please could any helmets be given to Mrs Wortham or handed in to the school office. 
Thank you for your continued support 

             Why Attendance Matters! 
It is the legal duty of parents to ensure that their child receives full time education. Good 
attendance is vital to a child’s progress and achievement. Common sense tells us that 
absence and lateness disrupt the continuity of learning and therefore affect progress and, 
ultimately, success. As a result of the direct correlation between attendance and 
achievement, it is vital that children achieve full attendance.  
It is also important to note that short periods of regular absence can be just as damaging to 
learning as long term absence.  

 
       Congratulations to Year R, Year 1 and Year 2 who this week have achieved the best 
attendance in the school with 100%. Well done for showing such great commitment to 
learning! 

Year R – 100%  

Year 1 – 100% 
Year 2 – 100% 

Year 6 – 95.7% 

Year 4 – 95.6%  
Year 5 – 95.4% 

Year 3 – 90.7% 

Overall this week–96.9% 

https://forms.gle/UiraoQSPf7Fujzkr6


Overall this year- 96% 
Our target is 96.5% 

 

Homework 
Big Acorns 
Year 1 
Phonics - Please practise reading and writing the words from the sheet 'Spring 1 Week 2' that 
will be in their reading pack.  
Reading - Read a minimum of 3 times a week and record this in their reading records 
Year 2 
Spelling - page 34 Maths page 43 
Saplings 
Year 3  
Spellings - pg. 8/9 (recap lesson) Maths pg. 26 
Year 4  
Spellings - pg. 29 (recap lesson) Maths pg. 29 
Oaks 
Year 5  
Maths- p42 & 43 and Spelling- p16  
Year 6  
Arithmetic- p12, Reasoning- p14, Spellings- p13 and Grammar- p13  

  
                                                                                                  Starring one of our own pupils! 

Extra Support and Guidance  
https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/advice.page?id=XRlTDNF8hhM  
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INSET days 
The remaining INSET Days for the 2025/26 academic year are as follows: 

• Monday 23rd February 2026 

• Friday 26th June 2026 

Safeguarding: 

 



 

 

 
 

 


