P% Braishfield Bugle P%

Friday 18" September 2026
Be kind, be brave, be ready to learn, and be your best.
Together, we grow a love of learning and a community where everyone belongs and achieves.

Dear Families,

It has been another busy week at school, and we have now reached the end of our third
week of the half term. The children have remained calm, settled and focused in their
learning, which has been wonderful to see.

The responsibilities for our pupil voice groups have now been decided, and the children will
be receiving their badges very soon. | am looking forward to meeting with the School Council
and already have quite a list of exciting things | would like to discuss with them!

Our Junior Road Safety Officers (JRSOs) — Bisandu, Tommy, Jacob and Lily — are already
busy planning their upcoming assemblies next week under Mrs Niles’ watchful eye. Look out
for more information from them in the Bugle next week.

Yesterday, we had the pleasure of celebrating Mrs

Cooper’s special big birthday with her in school. She had a
lovely day and was thoroughly spoilt, which was very much
deserved! The children were so kind and thoughtful,

making sure that she knew just how important she is to us

all. Mrs Cooper has been part of the Braishfield family for a
very long time and is well known by our children and

families. She works across the school in so many different
ways — from leading groups at sporting events to

welcoming children to Breakfast Club each morning. We '
are very lucky to have her as part of our school b
community, and it was lovely to see the children making her birthday so special.

Finally, there are lots of upcoming events and opportunities outlined below, so please do
have a look for further details. These include the Parent Forum, Macmillan Coffee Afternoon,
BSA AGM, Harvest Assembly and, of course, the all-important homework!

Wishing you all a lovely weekend.
Best wishes,

Natalie Alldred - Headteacher
headteacher@braishfield.hants.sch.uk



mailto:headteacher@braishfield.hants.sch.uk

Celebration Assembly - 9am on Friday morning STARTING NEXT WEEK

Our wonderful children who have been awarded certificates this week.

Headteacher’s Certificate
Little Acorns Saplings

Zoey Bisandu
Olivia-May S

Congratulations to all of the children below who were awarded their Bronze reading
badges this week for 100 reads! What a fantastic achievement!

Upcoming events ...
Monday 21** September- Parent Forum @ 2:30pm

Tuesday 22" September- Saplings’ Portals to the Past Roman Day

Monday 28" September - Cross Country 4-5pm

Wednesday 30" September — Macmillan Coffee Afternoon @ 3pm (wear green)
Thursday 1° October - Census Day

Thursday 1** October - Harvest Assembly in school @

Thursday 8% October - Oaks’ Mayan Workshop

Monday 12'" October - MHST led Parent Workshop on Managing Challenging
Behaviour 2-3:30pm

Wednesday 14" October - Parents’ Evening 1 3:40-6:10pm

Friday 16" October - Braishfield Be Ready to Learn Day

Monday 19" - Wednesday 21°t October - EYs/KS1 Swimming (details to follow)
Tuesday 20" October - Parents’ Evening 2 3:40-7:10pm

Thursday 22" and Friday 23" October — INSET Days

Monday 26" - 30" October - HALF TERM HOLIDAY

Monday 2" - Friday 6" November - KS2 Swimming (details to follow)

INSET DAYS 2026/2027 - 1°* September, 22™ and 23" October, 4*" January and 28" Ma

What we have been learning this week...

Little Acorns




This week, Little Acorns have begun their phonics lessons. They have been learning to
read and write the sounds s, a, t and p, and have started blending these sounds together
to read short words.

In maths, the children have been learning to subitise 1, 2 and 3 objects and have been
exploring how to show the same quantity on their fingers in different ways.

We have also begun our ‘Marvellous Marks’ art unit, using crayons, felt tip pens and chalks
to experiment with different patterns, colours, textures and pressure. The children have
enjoyed exploring how the different tools can be used to create a variety of marks.

In PSED, the children worked in pairs to create their own feelings jars, linked to our work
on The Colour Monster. It has been lovely to see the children talking about and exploring
different feelings together.

Mrs Wortham

Big Acorns

This week in Big Acorns, we began reading the story 'Can | Build Another Me?' following
Kevin’s clever quest to build a robot double to handle his chores and homework! Inspired
by his idea, our class decided to design a 'Mrs. Sherbot' to step in whenever Mrs. Sherfield
is away. The class tried to read Miss Jones' mind by drawing the robot she was thinking of,
but quickly learnt that it's much easier to use the power of descriptive words to paint an
accurate picture!

In PSHE, our focus turned to understanding our feelings. We explored the six core
emotions of happiness, sadness, anger, fear, surprise, and disgust, sharing stories about
when we've felt them and discussing what helps us feel safe and calm. This week we also
explored 'The Dip,' that challenging phase where learning something new gets tricky. We
know everyone will experience 'The Dip' at some point in the year, and we are excited to
build the resilience needed to climb right back out!

Miss Jones and Mrs Niles




Saplings
It has been another busy and exciting week in Saplings! In Maths, we have been
developing our understanding of place value, recognising the value of digits within
numbers and learning how to partition numbers. We have also been practising adding and
subtracting 1, 10 and 100 from different numbers.
In English, we have been making our writing more interesting by using expanded noun
phrases and conjunctions to add detail and link our ideas together. We put these skills into
practice by writing our own retellings of a story. During Reading, we have been enjoying a
poem about changing the world one step at a time. We have focused on reading with
expression and intonation to help bring the poem to life.
In PSHE, we have been exploring how our bodies can give us clues about the emotions we
are feeling. We have also thought about how we can recognise and understand how other
people might be feeling by noticing their body language and actions.
In PE, we worked collaboratively in teams to complete a range of exciting missions. We
quickly discovered that communication, cooperation and teamwork were essential, as
some of the missions could not be completed unless everyone worked together. It was
wonderful to see the children listening to one another, sharing ideas, encouraging their
teammates and working together to achieve a shared goal.
Well done, Saplings, for another fantastic week of learning and teamwork!
Mrs Doherty




This week, Oaks have been working hard across the curriculum. In maths, we have started
our unit on Place Value, recognising the value of digits within numbers and exploring
different ways to represent them. In English, we have been exploring the key themes and
messages in 'The Lost Thing', using drama to bring the characters, emotions and ideas to
life. In science, we have been investigating electrical circuits and exploring how the
number of components can affect their output. In computing, we have been exploring
real-world systems, considering how they work, the different parts involved and why they
are important in our everyday lives.

Mrs Wright and Mrs Niles

% Why Attendance Matters!

Itis the legal duty of parents to ensure that their child receives full time education. Good
attendance is vital to a child’s progress and achievement. Common sense tells us that
absence and lateness disrupt the continuity of learning and therefore affect progress and,
ultimately, success. As a result of the direct correlation between attendance and
achievement, it is vital that children achieve full attendance.

It is also important to note that short periods of regular absence can be just as damaging to
learning as long term absence.

EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS GOOD ATTENDANCE MEANS

BEING LATE ADDS UP TO A LOSS OF LEARNING BEING IN SCHOOL AT LEAST 95% OF THE TIME (BETWEEN 180 & 190 DAYS)
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#- Congratulations to Year 1 and Year 5 who this week have achieved the best attendance in
the school with ?%. Well done for showing such great commitment to learning!




Year 2 - 93.9% 4 days missed

Year 6 — 91.4% 6 days missed

Overall this year- 96.4%
Our minimum target is 96.5%

Homework

Big Acorns

Reading and phonics or spelling sheet

Saplings

Times tables and spellings sheets in bags and reading their own books for fluency
Oaks

Reading and times tables this week. (Homework books will be available soon)

PARENT

FORUM

e
Monday 21st September 2:30pm

This will be an informal opportunity to talk about
what is going well in school and to share ideas about
how we can continue to improve. It is an open forum
where everyone is welcome to contribute thoughts,
opinions, or concerns, with the aim of strengthening
parent-teacher relationships and working together to

solve problems.

Your voice really matters to us, and we would love to
hear from you. Even if you don’t have anything
specific to share, please feel free to come along and
listen. Little ones are very welcome.

We hope to see you there.

01794 368359 B adminoffice@braishfield. hants. sch.uk

Free School Meals (FSM) Information
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:
Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be
£7,400 a year or less (after tax and not including any benefits you get)
income-related Employment and Support Allowance
support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
the guaranteed element of Pension Credit
Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can
also get free school meals.




Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is
both:

« younger than the compulsory age for starting school

o infull-time education
From the start of academic year 2026 to 2027, your child will qualify for free school meals if
you get Universal Credit, regardless of household income.
If you do not qualify for most benefits (also known as having ‘no recourse to public funds’),
your child may still be eligible for free school meals. Ask their school or local authority
whether they’re eligible.

Infant free school meals in England
Your child will be able to get free school meals if they’re in a government-funded school and
in:

« reception class

o yeart

e year2
Tell your local authority if you also get any of the qualifying benefits. Your child’s school
could get extra funding if you do.

BSA News!

We hope all our families had a fun and restful summer, and are now fully back into the swing
of the new school year!

We’d like to remind everyone of our upcoming AGM, which is being held on Tuesday 22nd
September, at 7:00pm, in the school hall.

After 4 years in post, the current committee will be standing down and we will be voting in
new members. As a registered charity, the BSA needs at least 3 committee members that are
willing to be named trustees in order to continue running so please do consider whether this
is something you could do, to ensure the continuation of the school PTA.

Many thanks for all your support!

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon Q@ @

We are pleased to announce that we will be holding a Macmillan Coffee Afternoon in our
school hall, in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support.

To help us raise as much as possible for this wonderful charity, we would love for the
children to take part by:

@ \Wearing green to school on the day

& Bringing in a cake donation to school

If you are sending in a homemade cake, please provide a separate list of ingredients with
your donation.

For the safety of all our children, please do not send in any cakes containing nuts.

We look forward to coming together as a school community, enjoying some delicious treats
and raising money for such an important cause.

Thank you for your continued support and generosity! 7 © &

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon

In aid of Macmillan Cancer Support

Mrs Sanders
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Harvest Assembly
In a break from tradition, this year we will be holding our Harvest Assembly in school, rather
than our usual Harvest service in church.
The assembly will take place at 1:15pm on Thursday 1st October and will be led by Rev. Jane.
The children will not be contributing individually, but we will enjoy sharing some Harvest
songs together.
Parents and carers are warmly invited to attend. Numbers are limited, so if you would like to
come, please sign up using the Google Form:
As part of our Harvest celebrations, we will also be collecting donations for Romsey
Foodbank. Each class will have a collection box, and children are welcome to bring in
donations on any day up until the day of the assembly.
Romsey Foodbank would particularly appreciate donations of the following items:

Tinned Meat

Tinned Potatoes & Carrots

Tinned Sweetcorn & Peas

Sponge Puddings

Rice (Microwave and Standard)

Custard & Rice Pudding

Tinned Fruit

Sweets and Chocolate

Instant Mash

o Spreads, esp. Marmite

More information about Romsey Foodbank can be found
here:
Thank you for your generosity and support as we come together to celebrate Harvest and
help support families in our local community.

Census Day

On Thursday 1°t October it is School Census Day. Therefore, we would appreciate as many
children as possible (in YR, Y1 and Y2) having a school dinner on this day. The number of
children choosing a school dinner on this day directly links to the funding that we receive as a
school. Special lunch option details for this day to follow next week.

Snacks by Year Group
Early Years & Key Stage 1
(Years R, 1and 2)
e Childrenin these year groups receive a free daily snack of fruit or vegetables, provided by the
government.
e As this meets their morning snack needs, additional snacks are usually not required.
Year 2 (Transition Year)
e Year 2 pupils still receive the free fruit/veg snack but can also purchase a bread roll or bring a healthy
snack from home if desired.
Key Stage 2
(Years 3, 4,5 and 6)
e Children may bring in a named healthy snack from home or
e Purchase a freshly baked, topped bread roll for 20p per day.
Healthy Snack Suggestions



https://forms.gle/78muSNoNqbs81khf6
https://romsey.foodbank.org.uk/

We aim to take a common-sense approach, focusing on nutritious options that support your child’s

wellbeing.
Acceptable snacks include:
o Fresh fruit (e.g. apple, banana, grapes)

o Vegetable sticks (e.g. carrot, cucumber, pepper)

o Cheese
e Yogurt (in a pot or pouch, clearly named)
Please avoid:
Chocolate
Sweets
Crisps
Biscuits
Pastries
No nuts or products containing nuts
Note:

Snacks that do not meet the healthy snack guidance will be kept safely and returned at lunchtime.
Healthy snacks brought from home should be clearly named and placed on the class snack trolley at the

start of the school day.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s snack options, please feel free to contact the school

office.
Useful links and information:

Coach Tom’s clubs are on Mondays and Wednesdays, and Sparks on a Tuesday
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Starting school
in September
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If your child is 4 or
will turn 4 before

1 September 2027,
they can start school
in September 2027

READY FOR LIFE

Applications open for
Hampshire residents on
1 November 2026

THE NATIONAL CLOSING
DATE FOR APPLICATIONS IS
FRIDAY 15 JANUARY 2027
DON'T MISS IT!

BEST
'START
INLIFE

For more information go to
www.hants.gov.uk/admissions

hants.gov.uk
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The Headteacher's presentations will take place
at 17:30 and 18:30 in the main School Hall.
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Valid Until 30th July 2027

DISCOUNT

www.kick-a-bout.com
rob@kick-a-bout.com




Safeguarding and Wellbeing:

MHST - Mental Health Support Team — There are a range of different leaflets and
information, which can be found on the bookshelf in the office foyer, and parents are
welcome to take anything that might be useful to them.

Parent Workshop linked to supporting children’s behaviour at home led by the MHST.

Further dates and information are available using this link:
https://www.hampshiresendiass.co.uk/workshops/

Please see the below link from Hampshire County Council, which offers information may be
of interest to families of children with Special Educational Needs.
SEND Local Offer Discovery Days | Hampshire CTSH

At The National Coliege, our WakeUpWednesday guicdes empowsr and equip parents, carers and educo cenfidence and proctical skills to be able to have informed and
oge-appropriate conversations with chidren obout online safety, mental heolth and wellbeing, ond climate ¢ of further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcoliege com.
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