
 

 

 

 
 
Dear Families,  
 
It has been a lovely week of learning and celebration in school this week, with lots of exciting 
opportunities for our children to enjoy. 
Our wonderful Sports Ambassadors led two assemblies this week - one for Oaks and Saplings 
and another for Big and Little Acorns - to introduce Walktober, which started yesterday. The 
children were incredibly enthusiastic about getting involved, and we are looking forward to 
seeing lots of walking feet throughout October! 
 
On Wednesday, Big Acorns had a wonderful morning of gymnastics at Starlight Gym. They 
returned to school buzzing with excitement and eager to share how much they had enjoyed 
their trip. In fact, according to some of the children, it was “the best school trip ever!” A huge 
thank you to Mrs Niles for organising such a fantastic opportunity for them. 
 
Also on Wednesday, Mrs Sanders was busy baking up a storm in school as we prepared for 
our Macmillan Coffee Afternoon. The children thoroughly enjoyed getting involved with the 
baking and decorating activities, and it was wonderful to see everyone getting into the spirit 
of the event. Thank you to everyone who supported this very worthy cause - whether by 
bringing in donations, helping to serve during the afternoon, or popping in to enjoy the 
delicious treats. We are delighted to have raised over £250 for Macmillan Cancer Support.  
A very special thank you must go to Mrs Sanders for all her hard work in 
organising the event. From the cupcake colouring competition, to the 
baking, to providing little pots for children to take their treats home in, 
there were so many thoughtful touches that made the afternoon so 
special. Your dedication does not go unnoticed, Mrs Sanders, and we are 
very grateful for everything you did to make the event such a success. 
 
Finally, yesterday we celebrated our Harvest Assembly in school. A huge thank you to Mrs 
Wortham for organising this special assembly for everyone to enjoy. Her hard work behind 
the scenes and on the day ensures that these events run smoothly and can be enjoyed by 
everyone. 
Thank you also to Rev Jane for leading our assembly and to all those families who were able 
to join us. We are very grateful for the kind donations from our families, which will be passed 
on to Romsey Foodbank to support local families in need. 
Thank you to everyone in our school community for making it such a special week. We are 
incredibly proud of our children and all that they have taken part in, and it has been 
wonderful to see such enthusiasm, kindness and community spirit throughout the school. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
Natalie Alldred – Headteacher                                                            
headteacher@braishfield.hants.sch.uk  

Friday 2nd October 2026 
Be kind, be brave, be ready to learn, and be your best. 

Together, we grow a love of learning and a community where everyone belongs and achieves. 

Braishfield Bugle 

mailto:headteacher@braishfield.hants.sch.uk


Celebration Assembly – 9am on Friday morning  
Our wonderful children who have been awarded certificates this week.  
 
 
 

Little Acorns Big Acorns Saplings Oaks 

Eleanor Thomas 
Arthur 

Hazel  
Heidi 

Ellie 
Ariah 

 

 
Congratulations to all of the children below who were awarded their Bronze reading 
badges this week for 100 reads! What a fantastic achievement! 
• Check again next week 

 

Headteacher’s Certificate 

 

Upcoming events … 
• Monday 5th October - Cross Country 2 from 4-5pm 

• Thursday 8th October – Oaks’ Mayan Workshop 

• Monday 12th October – MHST led Parent Workshop on Managing Challenging 

Behaviour 2-3:30pm 

• Monday 12th October - Cross Country 3 from 4-5pm 

• Wednesday 14th October – Parents’ Evening 1 3:40-6:10pm 

• Friday 16th October – Braishfield Be Ready to Learn Day 

• Monday 19th – Wednesday 21st October – EYs/KS1 Swimming (details to follow) 

• Tuesday 20th October – Parents’ Evening 2 3:40-7:10pm 

• Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd October – INSET Days 

• Monday 26th – 30th October – HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

• Monday 2nd – Friday 6th November – KS2 Swimming (details to follow) 

• INSET DAYS 2026/2027 –22nd and 23rd October, 4th January and 28th May 

What we have been learning this week… 
 
Little Acorns  
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

Big Acorns 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

We've had an action-packed week in Big Acorns! On Wednesday, we had our trip to 
Starlight to try out gymnastics. The children threw themselves into the activities, 
exploring specialised equipment while practising their balancing, rolling, and leaping with 
great enthusiasm. In Big Acorns, we love how movement can help us stay focused and 
healthy, whilst nurturing confidence, resilience, and concentration skills that translate 
directly back into our classroom. We were so proud of everyone's effort and persistence.  
To round off a great day, we arrived back at school to join in the Macmillan Day festivities. 
The classroom was filled with creativity as children participated in the cake decorating 
picture competition. Mrs Alldred shared that we made picking a winner a very tough job! 
The sweet treats continued as students decorated their very own gingerbread biscuits! A 
big thank you to all the families who donated, baked, and supported this wonderful cause 
Miss Jones and Mrs Niles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week, Little Acorns have been learning all about our bodies! 
After reading Hello World! My Body by Jill McDonald, we enjoyed singing Head, Shoulders, 
Knees and Toes using different body-part words. We discovered lots of fascinating facts, 
including that the smallest bone in our bodies is in our ear and that, while humans taste 
with their tongues, houseflies taste with their feet! 
We then headed outside with chalks to draw around our friends and create pictures of 
ourselves. We had fun adding our names to our drawings and practising our name-writing 
skills. 
Later in the week, we looked at photographs of ourselves as babies, toddlers and children 
and worked together to put them in order. We talked about what comes next, learning 
that we become teenagers and then adults. 
In maths, we have been exploring the composition of number, focusing on making 
collections of 3 objects. In phonics, we are continuing to learn new sounds and were 
excited to learn our new tricky word, “is”. We have even made it our classroom door 
password — everyone has to say “is” before they can come in! 
What a lovely week of learning and discovery! 
Mrs Wortham 
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Oaks 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

This week, Oaks have been busy exploring lots of exciting learning across the curriculum. 
In Science, we have been investigating how the length of time that current flows affect 
the brightness of a bulb. In English, we have been generating ideas for and describing 
characters and settings as part of our own 'Lost Thing' designs. In Computing, we have 
been learning about how search engines select and display results. During Guided 
Reading, we have been exploring further stories by the author Shaun Tan, considering the 
themes in his books and reflecting on our own responses to both the text and 
illustrations. 
Mrs Wright and Mrs Niles 
 

This week in Saplings, we have been reading our new story in English, Interview with a 
Shark and Other Sea Animals. We have been thinking about questions we would like to find 
the answers to in the text. We have also been using the pictures to infer which sea animals 
the questions might be about. 
In Maths, we have continued our work on place value, focusing on rounding numbers and 
ordering numbers on number lines. 
In Science with Mr Churcher, we made electrical circuits using bulbs, buzzers and 
switches. We then learned how to represent these circuits by drawing circuit diagrams. 
In PE, we worked together to find our way around mazes made with cones. This activity 
required us to communicate, listen to one another and work collaboratively to achieve our 
goal. 
Mrs Doherty 



 
 

 

Well done to our winning cupcake designers… 

 
 

             Why Attendance Matters! 
It is the legal duty of parents to ensure that their child receives full time education. Good 
attendance is vital to a child’s progress and achievement. Common sense tells us that 
absence and lateness disrupt the continuity of learning and therefore affect progress and, 
ultimately, success. As a result of the direct correlation between attendance and 
achievement, it is vital that children achieve full attendance.  
It is also important to note that short periods of regular absence can be just as damaging to 
learning as long term absence.  
 

 
       Congratulations to Year R, Year 1 and Year 3 who this week have achieved the best 
attendance in the school with 100%. Well done for showing such great commitment to learning!  
 



Year R – 100%  0 days missed 

Year 1 – 100% 0 days missed 

Year 3 – 100% 0 days missed 
Year 5 – 98.5% 1 day missed 

Year 2 – 98.3%  1 day missed 

Year 4 – 95% 3 days missed 

Year 6 – 95% 3 ½ days missed 

Overall this week– 98.1% 8 ½ days of missed learning across the school 

Overall this year- 96.6% 
Our minimum target is 96.5% 

 

Homework  
Big Acorns 
Reading and phonics or spelling sheet 
 
Saplings 
Timestables.co.uk or TTRS, spelling sheet in bags and reading their own books for fluency  
 
Oaks 
We would like you to design your own electricity poster/page to showcase the learning we 
have completed so far in our unit, ‘Controlling Electrical Circuits’. Your poster could include 
key vocabulary such as voltage, current, circuit, bulb, battery, wires, motor, buzzer and cell, 
as well as circuit diagrams using the correct circuit symbols we have been learning about in 
school. You could also explain what a circuit needs in order for an output component to 
work and what might prevent a circuit from working. We will have an opportunity to share 
your work in one of our upcoming science lessons. 
 

Message from our Sports Ambassadors 
We are pleased to announce that this year we will be taking 
part in Walktober.  
Walktober is a challenge held each October to celebrate 
International Walk to School Month. School communities are 
encouraged to get moving by walking, wheeling and choosing 
other active and sustainable ways to travel throughout the 
month. 
We understand that some of you may live further away so 
would encourage you to park a little further away (Village Hall/ 

Dog & Crook) and travel the rest of the way to school in an active way.  
They are running a competition to encourage children to share their ways of travelling to 
school and creating sharing some top-tip for your travels.  
The Sports Ambassadors will be seeing how the children have travelled to school each 
morning to encourage everyone to be more active.  
Pupils, staff and parents/carers will be able to submit their Top Tips, More Trips entries 
directly at: myjourneyhampshire.com/walktober 
The competition closes on 13 November 2026.  

https://myjourneyhampshire.com/walktober


We look forward to seeing you be active! 
 
Bisandu, Chester, Hallie, Imogen and Leo H  
 

JRSO Team message from Tommy, Bisandu, Lily and Jacob 

Parent webinar – modelling good road safety behaviour 

A new programme is being launched by the Road Safety Team, helping parents teach their children about 

road safety from an early age. 

A leaflet and webinar cover pedestrian, cycle and in-car safety, supporting parents to model good road 

safety behaviours. 

The first webinar takes place on Monday 16 November, 12 - 12.30. Parents can register via the webinar 

registration form.  
 

Distraction poster competition 
 

The Road Safety Team is launching a new poster competition, inviting pupils 

to design a poster promoting the importance of giving the road their full 

attention. 

To register and receive the supporting classroom resource, complete the 

poster competition registration form. 

 
 

 

Useful links and information:  
 

 
 

https://email.hants.gov.uk/c/AQjd3xYQ0OACGLGG6gwg-4g3KJLnKez7PmzgxQHbCyV47DY46gZFQD_Vi0xnswYHF9I0YPj-
https://email.hants.gov.uk/c/AQjd3xYQ0OACGLGG6gwg-4g3KJLnKez7PmzgxQHbCyV47DY46gZFQD_Vi0xnswYHF9I0YPj-
https://email.hants.gov.uk/c/AQjd3xYQ0OACGLGG6gwg_Ig3KJLnKdURMIjCjqUkVA67wHVjWvDBYqTqrcBVqzA2t2syu_bf


 

 

 
 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing: 



MHST – Mental Health Support Team – There are a range of different leaflets and 

information, which can be found on the bookshelf in the office foyer, and parents are 
welcome to take anything that might be useful to them. 
 
Parent Workshop linked to supporting children’s behaviour at home led by the MHST.  
 
Topic: Supporting your Child with Anxiety 
Focus: Secondary & Primary Schools 
Date: Oct 8, 2026 10-11:30am 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83038532980?pwd=6WG3Ma0qalLhP8TCbgXaqvn1PmAggD.1 
Meeting ID: 830 3853 2980 
Passcode: 231178 
 

 
 
Further dates and information are available using this link: 
https://www.hampshiresendiass.co.uk/workshops/  
 
Please see the below link from Hampshire County Council, which offers information may be 
of interest to families of children with Special Educational Needs. 
SEND Local Offer Discovery Days | Hampshire CTSH 
 

 

 

https://www.hampshiresendiass.co.uk/workshops/
https://www.connecttosupporthampshire.org.uk/family-information-and-services-hub-fish/send-local-offer/send-local-offer-discovery-days/

